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ﬂu BROADCAST INFORMATION Sgsill§ AD/F Tono
- @ P O. Box 2604

Washington, D. C. 20013

30 October 1980

Editor, WALL STREET JOURNAL
22 Cortlandt Street
New York, New York 10007

Your 23 October editorial "The Collapsing Caribbean" contains
the statement that "the admdnistration has instructed the Foreign
Broadcast Information Service not to translate press reports in

Central American newspapers dealing with the Soviet- Cuban penetra- o

tlon ‘..."

No such instruction has been recelved by the Foreign Broadcast
mformatlon Service.

Sincerealv

. Acting Director
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Reports from “the™: Ca.nbbean are
cfrowmg mcreasmvly ommous andit's.
startmg to appear.we may face a. ma-
jor foreign.: pohcy;’*faﬂur& there rAt.=
Jeast in- thlS pre-elec ¢
teradrmmstranon il r'

Ti-that: Mr 2
SandlmstarDL-e
it *ughtenmg its cont'rol‘
-over Nxcaragua.;He:and the Russw.n
;are; funnehng heavy
;aragua to- secure’it"asva: base- for: fu_ =
sier:operations:’ .;Centra.l -America

Acoordmc to-in ligence: reports.,two
Q:ban generals., one; w1th long: .experi:.

-ence* in:: Sov:et-Chma: “0verseas’ »carn-i
paxgns are in’ Nxcaravua drrectmg the’

; Aworld-wxde—Mamst propaganda"
" campaxvn is: bemg,drrected at the Sal—
; vadoran® government: tries5to]
-coinbat terroristian rrilld” opera-?
;tong that. havelbeen escalated into:
full-scale-warfare: There is Tising ¢ ; evi]
"depce that the anti- govemment opera=
_tiozis theré are_bemg diréetly” ‘aided by

“the Cubans, Sandinistas and- them r'-'
3 {national = ‘Mamst‘*terronst‘ : :
sée’ the: Ku'acofe Jetter nea

opérating:- in> Costaf1
Rica,"énce one of: the most promising.
Central Amencan d mocracies Intel:a

hgence “reports: sa‘ |

ams: propa-
ganda to Ind:ans on ‘both sides_ of-that
border in their, own’ language

of efforts. to. enlist: them- e

" thecountries ‘underattack: ‘EI Salva-
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and Moscow. It is. supplying cut-rate,

.oil to Nzcaragua and has relieved Mos%

cow of ‘some of its .burden:of keeplng
"Cuba in fuel.: bt
: *-Cuba is of ‘course:a’strong’ Sov1et
‘base, A; 3,000-man_Soviet:combat: bri:
‘gade ‘was - revealed. there last “year
‘with only feeble response from_ the ad-
‘ministration.: Asxde~~ from the = 120
‘planes that could provxde arr»cover for
:either land or sea’ operanons it'is ludi-
“crous to say’ there isno offenswe cap-|
-ability There “are’ als0%133". fighter-,
-bombers; of which- 48" are: hlgh—perforn
;'mance :F ogger-type alrcratt at Ieast

been lengthened to. aceo mmodate the
_potent Backfire strategm bomber, The|
submarme base -3t Cxenfuegos< has
béén’ expanded The’ Cubans ‘have’ 51
fast attack boats; some: thh _issiles
and others w1th torpedos*:

The Sovxets and Cubans content,
forF now. to" build ups: Nxcaragua as.a
base for -guerrilla: operanons - in-Cen-
._tral ‘America: -but: Nxcaragua s strate-
gic;importance:in"close ™ proxmuty to
the/Panama Canal'is obvious. -as well.
Then there - is-little- "Grenada -out on
the; Atlantic: fronner‘
rich. Venezuela™™ ‘It togis gettmg a)
Iarge new airfield to mmodate 't&
Cuban- Soneticaptors

he U.S. hds so*far- countered’ the
Soviet threat’ ‘with plantudes about hu-
man ri chts,- usxna ‘that'device': as'a red™
‘son for denying mxhtary aid’ to two of;

'dor- and Guatemala and thus
them toward ever more esp rate and’
brutal “measures? This fits: the* Marx-!
xsts’ destablhzauon agenda beautxfully
andafeeds their’] propaganda - mllls In-
‘deed; the Soviet-Cuban expansion was ;
-mwted .by-early. admmnstratlon decla-{
[Tations. ‘that;it:would; not {ise force:in
ithe Canbbean wh:ch} assured L Mr;
Castro  he-could operate with unpumty
xso loug as-he was’ careful to’ toss an
‘Occasional” trxendly gesture . Washmg«

idly to~mend: its' fences. with Havana:

'the -President™had . to- certify - that™nod

the Caribbeari. -

'warn the Soviets'and Cubans that they
-are- going - too: far.; The misconceived:
‘notions that led the'U.S. to its non-pol-
‘icy need further elaboration 3t a later;
:date, but there should be no doubt that
‘it.has .exposed. the -U.S. .and its Latin
: American - neighbors-to-an . enormou
_-'danger ¢

ton 'S way. and .help the State. Depart-:

.
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, oﬂapsmg Canbbean”

ment assure the. Amerlcan publxc that
notlung really badis happening. %

. As its. latest contnbutlon ‘the - ad-
nurus ation, s Instructed the- ,
€T roadcast-Iniormation  Service :
not to'oanslate press reports-in Cen~
‘ral--American . newspapers dealing?
Wi e Soviet-Cuban penetration,. -
fé[ﬁﬁnce sources :53y~ U 15 desper-:

eIy’ prevent Turther w word

I 1e ng out-apou TS
iAvolvernent 1 these operations, since|

-UNg. Was.happening 1 order to,

mmmmﬂﬁ

~aid. package: to' the. xcara-<
'gﬁ'—_ﬂﬁm -
Wl if risky.gamble to keep the pri j
vate. sector there: alxve, but not-if it
forces us to close our eyes to the. real-!
ity of “what ‘is- happemng throughout‘

(*‘ -p.ﬁl

e
< .In particular, there is o attempt w
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